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Publications of the 



Statistics of Some Foreign and American Universities. 

The following very instructive table is found in Nature for 
January 23, 1896. At the suggestion of Dr. Holden, I have 
copied it here, changing foreign money into American currency, 
correcting a few errors of computation, and adding a line for the 
University of California, the data for which refer to the fiscal and 
academic years ending July 1, 1895. 
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* Not including the Lick Observatory and the Colleges of Art, Law, Medicine, Dentistry 
and Pharmacy, which have a teaching force of about forty seven Professors and seventy- 
eight Assistants, and an attendance of 663 students. 

t Not including the Polytechnicum, with its 1235 students. 

Robert G. Aitken. 
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Index to the Vierteljahrsschrift der Astronomischen 
Gesellschaft, by General Alexis von Tillo. 

A very much-needed index to the first twenty-five volumes of 
the V. J. S. der Astronomischen Gesellschaft has just been made 
by General von Tillo, and issued by the Society. E. S, H. 

Elements of Comet Perrwe, 1896 a. 

From Mr. Perrine's observation at the time of discovery, 
the morning of February 15th, and my observations of the morn- 
ings of February 20th and 25th, I have computed the following 
elements of Comet 1896 a: — 

T 1896 Jan. 31.77508 Gr. M. T. 
«> 358° 21' 24". 7 \ 
12208 52 26 .1 \ lg96o 
it 207 13 50 .8 I 

' 155 45 37 -2 J 
log q 9.768844. 

(O-C): AX' cos ff ■= + 2".o; A/3' = - 2 ".o; 

tan(A'-G') _ 

-Y — I = —1.066. 

sin p 

An ephemeris has been computed from these elements, and 
the observations made in March show the comet to be following 
it very closely. The brightness of the comet is diminishing 
rapidly, and it will probably not remain visible more than two or 
three months longer. W. J. Hussey. 

March 17, 1896. 

Charts of Faint Stars for Magnitude Comparison 
(Third Series). 

The adjoining four small charts close the set of twelve, as 
originally planned for the thirty-six-inch telescope, furnishing one 
at about each two hours of Right Ascension. Their completion 
has been delayed, owing to the demands of other work, on the 
relatively few good nights that occur at the season of year when 
these are in position. In order to finish them, some of the 
observing has been done at rather large zenith distance; one of 
them is at fifty degrees zenith distance when on the meridian. 

Still the charts represent the reach of the thirty-six-inch tele- 



